NAPOLEON:   THE  LAST  PHASE
there was a common standard of tact and taste Take the following specimen. Rats are the curs* of St. Helena, and on this subject the secretary o; state writes to the governor: " You will also receive a private letter from Mr. Goulburn on the great in convenience to which he (Napoleon) is said to b< exposed by the quantity of rats with which his hous< is infested. There is something so ludicrous in i fallen leader's complaint on such a subject, and is on( so little in unison with the animal's alleged sagacity that it is not a topic likely from choice to be brough , forward as a grievance; but the number of these ani mals may amount to be a real one; and though ' have reason to believe that the increase is owing t< the negligence of his servants, in which he is ver* willing to encourage them, yet it is fit on every accoun that the subject should be examined and a prope: remedy applied/' We cannot call to mind any com plaint of Napoleon's on the subject, though his hous< was overrun with these disgusting vermin. But th< graceful allusions of the secretary of state, which w< have italicized, lose none of their point from this cir cumstance; though he may be held to be going i little too far when he hints that the Emperor, alway; scrupulously dainty in such things, wilfully encour aged the negligence of his servants in order to promot the increase of rats.
When Napoleon is dying Bathurst touches a not which is almost sublime. " If he be really ill/' write; the secretary of state, " he may derive some consola tion by knowing that the repeated accounts whicl have of late been transmitted of his declining healtl have not been received with indifference. You will therefore, communicate to General Buonaparte th0 on the deck.    His ;;                       suite confess to Maitland that much of his bodily ;;                       activity and mental energy has disappeared.
